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Office Action Summary 


Application No. 


09/852,071 


Applicant(s) 

BRANSON ET AL 


Art Unit 

3727 


Examiner 

Nathan J. Newhouse , 

^T e miUNG DATE of th,s communication appears on t he cover sheet w,th the correspondence aaoress - 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 

. IfNOperiodforreplyisspecffied^ 

earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

I) D Responsive to communication(s) filed on . 

2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)E This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for f formal I matters prosecuttor , as to the ments ,s 
closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1 935 CD. 1 1 , 453 o.G. n i. 
Disposition of Claims 

AM Claim(s) 1^23 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) Q Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) 13 Claim(s) £23 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)D The drawings filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

I I) Q The proposed drawing correction filed on ___ is: a)D approved b)D disapproved by the Examiner. 
If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 120 

1 3) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)D All b)D Some*c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2 □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3 □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)) 

* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(e) (to a provisional applicat-on). 
a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received 

15) D Acknowledgment is made of a Cairn for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121 . 

Attachment(s) 

rcTi ~ a mm pm 4 ) □ Interview Summary (PTO-41 3) Paper No(s). . 

1) M Notice of References C.ted (PTO-892) „ Application (PTO-1S2) 

2) □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 5 LJ wwe 

3) M Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1 449) Paper No(s) g . 6) omer. 
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DETAILED ACTION 


Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 


States. 


2. Claims 1-3, 8, 12, 15, 18 and 21-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 

anticipated by Jessop '769. 

Jessop teaches a threaded child resistant closure and container with at least one 
locking lug 1 9. The axial height of the lug is relative to the pitch of the screw thread 
such that a single complete rotation, the locking lug and closure no longer engage. See 
column 3, lines 34-40. With respect to the two thread thickness, these may be equal 
and located anywhere along the thread of the closure and container of Jessop. With 
respect to claim 3, see figure 3 where the lug 17 extends up from a shoulder on the 
container neck. 

3. Claims 1-4, 6, 8, 10, 12-15 and 17-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 

being clearly anticipated by Uhlig '097. 

See column 9, lines 14-47 describing the opening the child resistant closure and 
container. As the (F-1)lug/finger engages the locking lug/projection 15a only one time 
during removal, the thread pitch can not be less than the axial height of the locking lug 
multiplied by the number of locking lugs. 


Page 3 

Application/Control Number: 09/852,071 
Art Unit: 3727 

With respect to claims 3, 4. 13, 14 and 19-20, the threads 17, 25 having thinner 
start and finish ends as shown in the figures. These may be one of the first or second 
thread segments with the other being the middle, thicker portion of the thread. 
Depending upon the which are the first and second thread segments of the threads 17, 
25 results in the claimed relationship. For example, in claim 4, the first segment is 
considered the thread start or finish end that is thinner than the second segment or 
middle segment of the thread. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a)Apa tent^^ 


5. 


Claims 5, 7 and 1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 


over Uhlig '097. 

Uhlig discloses the claimed invention except for thickness of the thinner and 
thicker segments of the thread being 0.025 and 0.057 inches respectively, the height of 
the locking lug being 0.1 23 inches and the thread pitch being 0.25 inches. It would 
have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to make the thread segments of Uhlig such that the thinner segment is 0.025 and 
the thicker segment is 0.057 inches, the heigh, of the locking lug is 0.1 23 inches and the 


a 
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thread pitch is 0.25 inches, since it has been held that discovering an optimum value of 

result effective variable involves only routine skill in the art. In re Boesch, 617 F.2d 
272, 205 USPQ 215 (CCPA 1980). 

6. Claims 9 and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Uhlig '097 in view of Virog Jr. et al. '175. 

Uhlig teaches everything except for the thread being a double helix type. 

Virog Jr. et al. teaches a similar child resistant threaded closure and container 
wherein the thread is a double helix type which allows for easier removal/less time as 
the rotation angle through which the closure must be turned for removal is smaller. It 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to make the threads of Uhlig a double helix as taught by Virog Jr. et al. to allow 
for easier, quicker removal. 

Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Robinson, Nielsen, the two patents to Summers, Montgomery, 
Clodfelter et al. and Hins teach similar child resistant closures and containers to what 

applicant is claiming. 

Telephone inquiries regarding the status of applications or other general 
questions, by persons entitled to the information, "should be directed to the group 
clerical personnel and not to the examiners. In as much as the official records and 
applications are located in the clerical section of the examining groups, the clerical 
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personne, can readily provide status information without contacting the examiners", 
M P E P 203.08. The Group clerical receptionist number is (703) 308-1148. 

If in receiving this Office Action it is apparent to applicant that certain documents 
are missing, e.g., copies of references dted, form PTO-1449, form PTO-892, etc., 
quests for copies o, such papers or other genera, questions should be directed to 
Tech Center 3700 Customer Service at (703) 306-5648, email 

r.i istnmerSp rf i -°'* 7 ""P'" s ° to qov ■ 

Any inquiry concerning me merits of the examination of the application from the 
examiner should be directed to Nathan J. Newhouse whose te,e P hone number is (703)- 
308-4158. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday 7:00-5:00. 

„ attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lee W. Young can be reached on ,703)-308-2572. The fax phone numbers 
tor the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (703)-872- 
9302 for regu,ar communications and (703)-872-9303 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703)- 
308-1148. 

SSS5SS-. SIsL. ■ 

Drawing Corrections/Draftsman (T^gg™ 8335 
Fee Increase Questions 703 305-5125 

intellectual Property Questions 703 305-8217 
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